It is effective against the blood forms of all species of human malaria (Adams, Maegraith et al., 1945 ; Fairley, 1946 ; Maegraith, Adams et al., 1945 (Fairley, 1946) . We know that it does not act on the sporozoites and we know that it exerts its action at a time when blood forms cannot be demonstrated even by the sublnoculation of massive quantities of blood. We believe that it must be acting on exoervthrocytic forms.
lvIt has a partial causal prophylactic action against benign tertian malaria at doses which achieve complete prophylaxis against malignant tertian malaria (Fairley, 1940) . If these doses are increased?they are then probably too high to be of practical value?-complete causal prophylaxis is achieved in some cases (Adams, Davey & Davey ; Fairley, 1946 A brief account is given of the background of knowledge leading to the present conception of the biology of the malarial parasite in the vertebrate host.
The significance of this conception in relation tc problems in the chemotherapy of malaria is discussed.
